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SUBJ: SIAD'S VERSION OP THE APRIL 9 COUP ATTEMPT 

1 . DURING A MEETING WITH THE AMBASSADOR YESTERDAY APTERNOON, 

APRIL 19, SOMALI PRESIDENT SIAD PRESENTED HIS ACCOUNT OF THE APRIL 
9 COUP D'ETAT ATTEMPT. THE SOMALI LEADER SAID IT WAS A MINOR 
APFAIR, BUT HAD ROOTS WHICH WENT BACK TO THE STRUGGLE POR POWER IN 
1969. HE SAID THE PLOTTERS CONVINCED TROOPS TO MOVE ON MOGADISCIO 
BY CONTENDING THERE WAS A SPLIT IN THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND 
THAT THE PRESIDENT NEEDED THE SUPPORT OP THE ARMY. THE TANK 
CREWS WHO, POR EXAMPLE, WERE LEADING THE COUP PORCES IMMEDIATELY 
RALLIED TO THE LOYALISTS WHEN THE TRUE SITUATION WAS EXPLAINED 

TO THEM. SIAD SAID IT WAS REGRETTABLE THAT THERE WERE CASUALTIES 
IN THE COUP. "THAT IS MY PAULT", HE CONTINUED. HE SAID HE KNEW 
ABOUT COUP PREPARATIONS IN ADVANCE, BUT HAD NOT TAKEN THE REPORTS 
SERIOUSLY. HE ADMITTED THE COUP WAS TRACEABLE IN PART TO 
CLAN PEELINGS, BUT THOSE WHO LAUNCHED IT, HE SAID, WERE THE SAME 
PEOPLE WHO TRIED TO ESTABLISH A CLAN DOMINATED RATHER THAN PATRIOTIC 
GOVERNMENT IN 1969. 

2. SIAD SAID THAT POUR OP THE PLOTTERS ESCAPED TO 

KENYA. OTHERS HE SAID HAD BEEN ARRESTED. THE INVESTIGATION IS 
CONTINUING, HE SAID, AND IT IS BECOMING CLEAR JUST HOW THE PLOT 
WAS PUT TOGETHER. HE EXPLAINED THAT THERE WAS NO HASTE TO BRING 
THE SUSPECTS TO TRIAL, BUT THAT SUCH A TRIAL WOULD TAKE PLACE IN 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MOGADI 00868 202341Z 

GOOD TIME. HE ADDED THAT SOME OP THE CONSPIRATORS HAD POREIGN 
CONNECTIONS, BUT HE DID NOT STRESS THOSE TIES. HE SAID THE PLOTTERS 
MADE A GREAT MISTAKE IN DECIDING THAT HE, SAID, AND HIS PAMILY 
WOULD NOT EIGHT IP THREATENED. THAT IS NOT MY STYLE, HE COMMENTED, 

"I NEVER RUN PROM A EIGHT". 

3. COMMENT: UNPORTUNATELY WITH THE PRESS OP OTHER MATTERS THERE WAS 
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NOT TIME TO DELVE EURTHER INTO SIAD'S ACCOUNT OE THE COUP. HE 
PROEESSED NEVER TO HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY WORRIED OR EELT THREATENED 
IN THE BRIEF PERIOD BETWEEN IDENTIEYING THE ATTEMPT ANDITS SUPPRESSION. 

THAT MAY BE TRUE, BUT SECURITY PRECAUTIONS IN THE PRESIDENTIAL COM- 
POUND EXCEED THOSE IN EORCE IN THE PRE-ATTEMPT TIME FRAME. 

EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL GUARDS HAVE BEEN TREBLED, AND MUCH MORE MILITARY 

HARDWARE IS IN EVIDENCE ABOUT THE COMPOUND THAN WAS EARLIER THE 
CASE. THE TANKS ARE GONE, BUT THE CAMOELOUAGED UNIEORMED 
INEANTRY BACKING UP THE REGULAR PRESIDENTIAL GUARDS STAND AS 
VISUAL REMINDERS OF THE APRIL 9 ATTEMPT. 

LOUGHRAN 
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